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Claims 

[d] 1. In a computer system, a method of searching through 
metadata from a plurality of data tables concurrently, the 
data tables being defined by a schema and stored in a 
database(s), the method comprising: 
generating a graphical user interface, the graphical user 
interface having at least one item including a predefined 
instruction label which is associated with a correspond- 
ing SQL query for defining a search through the meta- 
data from the plurality of data tables; 
receiving user input, through the graphical user inter- 
face, selecting the schema and selecting the item having 
the predefined instruction label; and 
processing the received user input so as to conduct a 
concurrent search through metadata from the plurality of 
tables, the type of search being based on the selected 
item having the predefined instruction label. 

[c2] 2. A method of claim 1, wherein each of the tables in- 
cludes at least one column and the concurrent search 
through metadata from the plurality of tables involves 
concurrently searching for column names of the plurality 
of tables defined by the schema. 



[c3] 3. A method of claim 1, wherein the graphical user inter- 
face includes a user select menu allowing selection of 
the item having the predefined instruction label associ- 
ated with the corresponding SQL query from among a list 
having at least one other item having another predefined 
instruction label associated with another SQL query. 

[c4] 4. A method of claim 1, further comprising outputting 
data obtained as a result of the search in a dynamic 
chart. 

[c5] 5. a method of claim 1, wherein the SQL query associ- 
ated with the predefined instruction label of the selected 
item is displayed in a window defined by the graphical 
user interface, the SQL query being modifiable through 
change(s) input through the window or through a sepa- 
rate SQL query modification window also defined by the 
graphical user interface. 

[c6] 6. In a computer system including a first database having 
a first data platform format and a second database hav- 
ing a second data platform format which is different than 
the first data platform format, a method comprising: 
generating a graphical user interface including a user in- 
put portion for enabling user selection of one of the first 
and second databases and allowing the user to switch 



access between the first and second databases; 
receiving a user selection of one of the first and second 
databases through the user input portion of the graphi- 
cal user interface; 

updating the graphical user interface upon receipt of at 
least the user selection of one of the first and second 
databases so that the graphical user interface presents a 
plurality of schemas defining organization of a plurality 
of tables in the selected database and at least one item 
including a predefined instruction label associated with a 
corresponding SQL query for defining a search through 
metadata from a plurality of tables defined by a particu- 
lar schema; 

receiving user input, through the graphical user inter- 
face, selecting one of the schemas and selecting the item 
having the predefined instruction label for defining a 
search through metadata from a plurality of tables de- 
fined by the selected schema; and 
processing the received user input so as to conduct a 
concurrent search through metadata from the plurality of 
tables, the type of search being based on the selected 
schema and the selected item. 

7. A method of claim 6, wherein each of the tables in- 
cludes at least one column and the concurrent search 
through metadata from the plurality of tables defined by 



the schema involves concurrently searching for column 
names of the plurality of tables defined by the schema. 

[c8] 8. A method of claim 6, wherein the updated graphical 
user interface includes a user select menu allowing se- 
lection of the item having the predefined instruction la- 
bel associated with the corresponding SQL query from 
among a list having at least one other item having an- 
other predefined instruction label associated with an- 
other SQL query. 

[c9] 9. a method of claim 6, further comprising outputting 
data obtained as a result of the search in a dynamic 
chart. 

[dO] io. A method of claim 6, wherein the SQL query associ- 
ated with the selected predefined instruction label of the 
selected item is displayed in a window defined by the 
updated graphical user interface, the SQL query being 
modifiable through change(s) input through the window 
or through a separate SQL query modification window 
defined by the updated graphical user interface. 

[cH] 11. A computerized graphical user interface capable of 
searching through metadata from a plurality of data ta- 
bles defined by a schema and stored in a database, the 
graphical user interface comprising: 



a user selection menu including a list of items having re- 
spective predefined instruction labels associated with re- 
spective SQL queries each of which defines a search 
through the metadata from the plurality of data tables 
defined by the schema; and 

a display window displaying the results of a processed 
SQL query that corresponds to the predefined instruction 
label of the item that is selected by the user utilizing the 
user selection menu from among the list of items, the 
processing of the SQL query including conducting a con- 
current search through metadata from the plurality of 
tables, the type of concurrent search being based on the 
selected item. 

[d2] 12. A computerized graphical user interface of claim 11, 
wherein the concurrent search through metadata from 
the plurality of tables involves concurrently searching for 
column names of the plurality of tables. 

[d3] 13. a computerized graphical user of claim 11 further 

comprising a user selectable button for enabling genera- 
tion of a dynamic chart reflecting the results of the pro- 
cessed SQL query. 

[d4] 14. a computerized graphical user interface of claim 11 
further comprising a query window displaying the SQL 
query associated with the predefined instruction label of 



the selected item, the SQL query being modifiable 
through change(s) input through the query window or 
through a separate SQL query modification window de- 
fined by the graphical user interface. 



